815 KAR 10:060. Kentucky standards of safety. 


RELATES TO: KRS 198B.060, 198B.062, 198B.070, 198B.080, 198B.090, 198B.110, 198B.120, 198B.130, 227B.300, 227.320, 227.330, 227.990 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: KRS 227.300(1) 

NECESSITY, FUNCTION, AND CONFORMITY: KRS 227.300(1) requires the executive director to promulgate an administrative regulation 
establishing the Kentucky Standards of Safety, which shall provide a reasonable degree of safety for human life against the exigencies of fire and panic 
and insuring against fire loss. This administrative regulation establishes the Kentucky Standards of Safety and supplements the Kentucky Building Code, 
promulgated as 815 KAR 7:120, in matters of fire safety. 

Section 1. Definitions. (1) "Accepted" means that all deficiencies communicated, in writing, to the owner have been satisfactorily corrected. 

(2) "Distinct fire hazard" means a condition which poses a threat to life or property, including a condition likely to unreasonably inhibit escape from 
danger of fire or explosion, because the property, or the practice or method of construction or operation, condition, or processes or materials being used 
do not afford adequate protection, since: 

(a) Afire, explosion, or asphyxiation is likely to occur; or 

(b) It may provide a ready fuel supply to augment the spread or intensity of a fire or explosion. 

(3) "NFPA" means the National Fire Protection Association. 

(4) "NICET" means the National Institute for Certification of Engineering Technologies. 

Section 2. Scope. (1) Applicability. This administrative regulation shall apply to all property except one (1) and two (2) -family dwellings. 

(2) Enforcement. This administrative regulation shall be enforced as follows: 

(a) State Fire Marshal. The State Fire Marshal shall have primary jurisdiction over all property, unless a local government has established a fire 
inspection program by ordinance adopting this administrative regulation pursuant to KRS 227.320; or 

(b) Local fire chief. 

1. Except as provided in subparagraph 2 of this paragraph, the local official designated by ordinance to operate a fire inspection program pursuant to 
KRS 227.320 shall have primary jurisdiction for the enforcement of all property within the local governmental boundary. 

2. The State Fire Marshal shall have exclusive jurisdiction over state-owned property and primary jurisdiction for code compliance for health care 
facilities and other facilities licensed by the Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services. 

Section 3. Existing Buildings and Conditions. (1) Buildings and conditions approved in accordance with the Kentucky Building Code which is 
incorporated by reference in 815 KAR 7:120 shall apply as provided in this subsection: 

(a) Minimum or maximum standard. 

1. The standards for the construction of a building constructed pursuant to the Kentucky Building Code in effect at the time of construction, and for 
which there has been issued a lawful certificate of occupancy, shall supersede different construction standards regarding the requirements for egress 
facilities, fire protection and built-in fire protection equipment established in this administrative regulation or conflicting local ordinances. 

2. Methods of construction that meet the requirements of the Kentucky Building Code shall not be deemed a distinct fire hazard. 

(b) New construction. 

1. The design and construction of a new building to provide egress facilities, fire protection, and built-in fire protection equipment shall be controlled 
by the Kentucky Building Code. 

2. An alteration, addition, or change to the structure which is within the scope of the building code shall be made in accordance with the applicable 
code. 

(c) Change of use. It shall be unlawful to make a change in the use of a building or portion thereof which has the potential to create a greater hazard 
to the public because of increased structural or fire loading, or inadequate exits for the number of occupants, without prior approval from the authority 
determined under Section 2 of this administrative regulation. 

(2) Buildings and conditions approved under other codes. 

(a) 1. Pre-KBC buildings. A building, facility, or portion thereof, which was constructed and approved prior to the effective dates of the Kentucky 
Building Code and this administrative regulation, shall be maintained as previously permitted. 

2. A change to the construction of the building in excess of that required by the codes at the time of construction shall not be required if the building 
is used and maintained as originally approved. 

(b) Previous fire code. A building, facility, or portion thereof, which was inspected and approved or accepted pursuant to the 1996 Kentucky Fire 
Prevention Code shall: 

1. Be maintained as previously approved or accepted; and 

2. Not be required to make a modification or change if it is maintained and used as previously accepted or approved. 

(3) Hazardous materials, conditions and buildings. 

(a) If the State Fire Marshal or local fire chief determines that a distinct fire hazard exists, the fire hazard shall be remedied so as to render the 
property reasonably safe. 

(b) The State Fire Marshal shall use the standards specified in this paragraph to identify and to order the correction of a distinct fire hazard and shall 
act in accordance with the procedures established in KRS Chapter 227 and Section 5 of this administrative regulation. 

The following shall be applicable, except those specifically-excluded codes and references: 

1. NFPA 1, Uniform Fire Code, 2006 edition, and the NFPA referenced standards included in NFPA 1. The following codes and references shall be 
excluded from NFPA 1 for purposes of this administrative regulation: 

a. NFPA 402, Guide for Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting Operation, 2002 edition; 

b. NFPA472, Standard for Professional Competence of Responders to Hazardous Materials Incidents, 2002 edition; 

c. NFPA 1031, Standard for Profession Qualifications for Fire Inspectors and Plan Examiner, 2003 edition; 

d. NFPA 5000, Building Construction and Safety Code, 2006, edition; 

e. Code reference 13.3.2.24.2, High Rise Buildings; 

f. Code reference 13.3.2.6.1, Existing Assembly Occupancies; and 

g. Code reference 13.6.1.2, Portable Extinguishers, which if required, is modified to exclude the provisions for installation of portable extinguishers in 
the occupancies listed in Table 13.6.1.2. Portable extinguishers shall be installed as required in the occupancy chapters of NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 
2006 Edition; 

2. NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2006 edition, and the NFPA referenced standards included in NFPA 101. The following codes and references shall 



